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' The 53 PERSYLVANIA, s ambmlet‘?.&es,t. h:mxa
Seattle, Veshington for the Orient at 0800 on 5 Jemary 1932,
1663 o of vhwet and Ineey 1,962 addiiacal tons
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United States stean sorew éurgo vesssl of the WCR-3-4F3
type; howe port, Wpahington; grossimg 7608 tonsy ailt of
steel $n 1944, at Portlsnd, Ovegons ownsd amd sperwted Yy States
Bheemn) 1010 Vashington Street, Vemsouver, Washingtony

kip Company,
sod at the time of the casualty, in comrand of Captain Geoxge F.
Flower, 2627 3.B. 105th Avenne, m,m
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baing battensd down. At about 150 hours, Do veswel vas ot
pilot station off Port ingeles, :ushingtoe, simre the pllet daparted
axd the vessel then proceeded cut to geq. it 0643, 9 Jexmsry 1952,
‘a dispeteh from the vessel related thet a fwecture had developssd in

fuis dispetoh indicated the froctuse ves fourtesn feet in lanc'l,

the viainity of frames nincty-thxes sl minsdy-four on the poré eide. S

“from the sheer styake to the engiss room. The approaimats - B

‘position of the vessel at that tisme wes, lstituds 51099 North,

" longitude 141931¢ West. A later ¢ispatoh indfoated that the wia-
sel wus turning about and heoding for Seetils, Washingtom.

5. A geries of dispatches followed, stating the conditlons of

the weather snxl the wassel. Oue stated thet the vessel ves unable
to hsm-li althongh sttempts were being mede to hold on couxse

the engine roam. Another dispsbehadvised that the vessel would

preguire sssistence if unabls to vepair stesping gesr, and - that the . o

deck losd was adrift and taking tarpeniins off the forward heiehes,

st persoenel were utishle to get forwsd %o inspect. & folloulag:
dispatels requented sssistonce and stated that the vessel was being

stoured ly hand., A later dispstoh indicabed that the steering geer -

had beon fimed, that the rudder was too far ouk of water, and thet -
the only hops wes for the weather to moderute. A later dispateh
& dispatoh at 2149 hours, ¢ Jamsiary 1952. It odvised thet ©a . - -
mmwasﬁwbutum-mwtheméyr o

: of the rdder baing too far out of water, and repenied the
taxt of two former meseages and further stated they weie leaving

boets. One unidentified overturnsd lifebost, bowever, vas aighted .

This boat wes not picked up by sarfeos couft. Following ibe g
casualty, and to this date, nothing has bees found relative to -
personnel or debris from the vessal, although an extonsive rosc®
w7, The PENSSYLVANIA wes valued at $1,375,000.00 and har cargo &t

£2,000,000.,00. A 113t of the crew mesbers who losi theiy ilves 18
attachad to Edhibit 28.
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structairsl fellure the Board 1s wesble to mleit recommendetions
for provention of future casualtiss of thia nolawe. The Board
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of & atyosturel follure is pot consurred with. The ewddence in the vecord

dudicetan that the strueturdl fallure consdsting of & 14 foot mll crash
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. hor foundering. nwﬂdmthatthwmmmdﬁt#
consequent ¢oning adrift of the deck cargoe, flooding of mumbers 1 and 2
holds, stemring gear fallure, and imebility to cenage the vessel in the
heavy sea contributed to a greater axtent to the foumderimg of the PER-
SYLVANIA them did the steuotural failure,
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sxisting ships bave inclnded the slterstion of cortein details of the e‘tmhn,
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doaigned to limit the spread of a frecturs efter ita imeeption,

9. A great deal bas Deen learned sinee 1943 vwhen the SCHENECTADY broke
in %we, The Imouledge geined by experisnce muu.wmwmm.
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deaired on Amoricen shipe.

10, mswtumrwwmuuwmmrmw--
gi?aet,ﬁpinim. Fecommendations of the Marine Board of Dnwestigation

/8/P.A. OVERDEN
P. 4. OVENDRN
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FIRST REDORSEMEN

T
/8/ MERLIN Q'NEILL
Vice Adm., U, 3. Coast Guard

" Chief, MVI Division to - S 16&]31953

(FERFSYLVARIA - a-13 B)

to MVI memorsudum of 16 My 1952

H
24 duly 1952
Frows Chief, Wfiﬂdm‘tmw

%ot Commadent

Subgd  Marine Bomd of Investigation; dissppearence of S5 PENNSYLVANIA
b :;tk crew in approximate positiom 51909'R 113, 9 Jamary
52

Foruurded, reccmmending spproval.

/u/u. c. W

APFROVED:s JULY 30 1952

" Commandant



